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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1941. 


BY 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1941. 


♦ 
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1941  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

♦ 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentle.men, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state 
of  the  public  licalth  in  Coventry  during  tlie  year  1941.  d'he  report, 
is  again  much  abbreviated,  as  required  by  war  circumstances. 

The  standard  of  health  in  the  city  has  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  despite  war  conditions.  In  April,  1941,  there  was 
a recurrence  of  heavy  enemy  air  attack  on  Coventry  and  all  special 
measures  to  safeguard  the  public  health  were  again  imposed. 

Preventive  medicine  has  a particular  contribution  to  make  at 
this  time  in  any  centre  of  war  industry  in  subscribing  to  morale 
and  in  connection  with  the  maintenance  at  the  highest  possible 
level  of  the  health  of  the  workers.  The  public  health  department 
thus  plays  its  part  in  the  battle  of  production. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Based  on  the  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  local 
population,  the  city  death  rate  in  1941  was  12.8;  this  figure  is 
inclusive  of  air  raid  fatalities.  The  figure  in  the  previous  year 
was  13.3. 

The  city  birth  rate  in  the  year  under  review  was  17.1,  as 
compared  with  a national  figure  of  14.2.  The  fact  that  the  local 
population  is  well  fortified  by  immigrants  in  the  young  adult 
category  has  a bearing.  The  favourable  economic  conditions 
enjoyed  by  the  industrial  workers  locally  also  contribute  to  the 
higher  local  birth  rate. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  last  year  was  54.8  per  thousand 
births  as  cornpared  with  63  in  1940. 

It  is  deemed  inexpedient  at  this  time  tO'  publish  detailed 
information  relating  to  population  changes. 
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Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Notifications  during  1941  included  : — diphtheria  258  {212), 
scarlet  lever  166  (406),  measles  1,414,  whooping-cough  476,  acute 
primary  pneumonia  181  {290),  acute  infiuenzal  pneumonia  16  (56). 
puerperal  pyrexia  20  (54),  ophthalmia  neonatorum  ii  {16),  typhoid 
and  paratyphoid  fever  27  (19),  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  53 
(36).  The  comparative  figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  the  last 
complete  peace-time  year,  namely  1938.  In  the  latter  year  measles 
and  whooping  cough  were  not  notifiable. 

A feature  during  the  year  was  the  increase  in  the  incidence  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough.  The  infections  were  of  a mild  type 
however,  and  the  mortality  was  very  low. 

In  connection  with  the  prevention  of  diphtheria,  4,376  children 
were  immunised  during  the  year.  The  campaign  has  reached 
fuller  momentum  during  1942. 

The  cancer  death  rate  locally  last  year  was  1.18  as  against 
1.30  in  the  previous  year.  Owing  to  war  exigencies  no  decisions 
in  regard  to  the  local  scheme  under  the  Cancer  Act,  1939,  were 
possible  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  returns  for  1941  of  the  venereal  diseases  treatment  centre 
do  not  suggest  any  notable  local  increase  in  these  infections  due  to 
war  conditions.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  work 
of  the  centre  was  interrupted  during  the  year  by  air  raid  damage 
to  the  clinic  building. 


Tuberculosis. 

There  were  351  notifications  (301  pulmonary)  during  the  3'ear, 
as  compared  with  340  (278  pulmonary)  in  the  previous  year  and 
298  (231)  pulmonary  311  the  last  complete  pre-war  3'ear. 

Some  increase  in  tuberculosis  is  apparent.  This  may  be  con- 
nected, for  example,  with  war-time  strain  and  with  restricted 
ventilation  of  houses  and  buildings  due  to  black-out  requirements. 
The  nation’s  food  policy  has  been  sound,  and  it  appears  that  there 
•is  no  reason  in  any  way  to  relate  the  standard  of  dietary  with  the 
increase  in  tubercle. 

In  connection  with  available  sanatorium  accommodation,  there 
is  often  a tendency  to’  favour  the  early  case  which  offers  thera- 
peutic promise  at  the  expense  of  the  advanced  case.  Both  need 
institutional  care — the  advanced  case  because  he  will  surely  spread 
the  infection  otherwise.  In  the  latter  connection,  there  is  at 
present  some  diHiculty  locally  which  derives  unavoidably  from  the 
k)ss  of  hospital  beds  due  to  enem\'  action.  The  Warwickshire  and 
Coventry  Joint  Committee  for  'I'uberculosis,  however,  is  doing 
everything  possible  in  the  effort  to  secure  an  increase  of  beds  at 
the  King  Edward  VTI  Memorial  Sanatorium.  To  the  latter  insti- 
tution 185  Coventry  cases  were  admitted  during  last  year. 
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Scabies. 

There  were  indications  during  the  year  of  a cons-iderable 
incidence  of  scabies  in  the  city.  Cases  treated  at  the  school 
clinics  in  1941,  for  example,  were  double  those  in  the  previous 
year.  Evidence  from  medical  practitioners  and  from  industrial 
medical  ollicers  and  nurses  pointed  the  same  way.  .Accordingly, 
towards  the  year  end,  arrangements  were  made  to  open  a special 
emergency  scabies  treatment  centre.  This  was  opened  during  the 
iirst  week  of  1942  and  is  in  busy  operation. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  raids  of  .April,  1941,  again  led  to  a large  scale  evacuation 
of  expectant  mothers,  and  certain  of  the  city’s  municipal  midwives 
were  loaned  temporarily  to  the  reception  areas  concerned.  '1  he 
remainder  of  the  year  under  review  was  free  from  raids,  however, 
and  the  evacuation  arrangements  soon  came  to  be  on  a less  exten- 
.sive  scale. 

On  account  of  the  air  raid  risk  attaching  to  the  centrally-sited 
maternity  unit  at  the  Gulson  Road  Hospital,  the  unit  was  trans- 
ferred in  late  1940  to  an  available  building  in  a neighbouring- 
reception  area.  This  policy  was  justified,  for  in  a later  raid  the 
vacated  premises  were  severely  damaged.  The  present  premises, 
however,  are  not  adequate  and  a larger  building  at  or  near  the  city- 
perimeter  is  needed  for  the  purpose  of  providing  temporary 
maternity  bed  accommodation. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  matter  of  domiciliary  midwifery  the  muni- 
cipal midwives’  service  continues  to  do  good  work  despite  all 
dilliculties.  During  1941  this  service  dealt  with  1,463  cases.  The 
number  of  maternity  cases  dealt  with  in  hospital  during  1941 
was  669. 

The  attendances  at  the  thirteen  city  welfare  centres  during 
the  year  were  38,620,  as  compared  with  43,853  in  1940,  and 
72,769  in  the  last  peace-time  year  1938. 

War-Time  Nurseries. 

At  the  year-end  there  were  two  nurseries  in  operation  at 
■Foleshill  Road  ahd  Stoke  Green.  The  former  was  opened  in  1940 
and  the  latter  in  October,  1941.  During  1941,  there  were  5,706 
attendances  of  chifdren  at  these  two  nurseries.  At  the  time  of 
writing  three  further  nurseries  have  been  inaugurated  at  Holbrook 
Lane,  Prior  Deram  Walk  (Canley)  and  Tile  Hill  Lane.  Later  in 
the  current  year  it  is  projected  to  open  four  more  at  Pool  Road 
(Radford),  Wyken  Avenue,  Daventry  Road  and  Windmill  Road. 
There  are  big  demands  for  female  labour  in  local  war  industries 
and  the  provision  of  day  nurseries,  is  an  indispensable  factor  in 
meeting  the  position.  Although  its  primary  object  is  of  course 
to  release  married  women  to  war  industry,  the  nursery  is  also  a 
valuable  instrument  on  behalf  of  child  health. 
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Hospitals  and  Hospital  Policy. 

The  Gulson  Road  Municipal  General  Hospital  is  a busy  clear- 
ing station  for  the  acute  sick  and  injured.  Owing  to  its  central 
and  vulnerable  site,  it  is  the  practice  to  decant  ca.ses  daily  to  the 
alliliated  outer  hospitals  in  the  group.  By  this  means  the  number 
of  patients  subjected  to  air  raid  risks  in  the  city  is  kept  at  a 
minimum.  Although  patients  are  not  detained  in  the  hospital  for 
long,  the  operative  work  and  turnover  of  cases  are  very  consider- 
able. The  out-patient  work  is  a war-time  development  and  has 
grown  apace.  During  the  year  under  review,  4,034  in-patients 
were  dealt  with  in  the  wards  of  the  Hospital. 

The  local  voluntary  hospital— the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital — was  practically  destroyed  in  the  enemy  raid  of  April 
8th,  1941,  and  350  hospital  beds  were  lost  tO'  the  city  in  a night. 
Since  then  the  hospital  authorities  have  taken  energetic  steps  to 
restore  some  of  the  lost  accommodation.  This  has  been  done  by 
utilising  two  large  houses  in  a nearby  reception  area  and  by  con- 
verting an  existing  convalescent  home  into  the  new  hospital 
nucleus  and  building  emergency  ward  blocks  in  connection  with  it. 
But  only  a proportion  of  the  former  accommodation  of  the  hospital 
has, been  replaced. 

The  events  above  mentioned  indicate  that  Coventry  is  extremely 
short  of  general  hospital  beds  of  its  own.  The  shortage  has  been 
countered,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  use  of  beds  in  affiliated 
hospitals  in  the  Administrative  County  of  Warwick  under  the 
Ministry  of  Health  war-time  group  scheme,  which  has  worked 
with  success  locally  and  which  incidentally  has  shown  the  value 
of  a system  of  pooling  hospital  beds  on  a regional  basis. 

Nevertheless  the  city  is  in  urgent  need  of  a large  new  general 
hospital  and  the  Public  Health  Committee  (endorsed  by  the  City- 
Council)  during  the  current  year  have  adopted  the  policy  of  pro- 
viding, as  soon  as  possible,  a new  General  Hospital  on  a peripheral 
site. 

In  the  City  Isolation  Hospital,  697  patients  were  treated  dur- 
ing 1941,  as  compared  with  739  the  previous  year.  Work  is  in 
progress  in  connection  with  the  rebuilding  of  a ward-block  which 
was  damaged  by  enemy  action. 

The  good  work  of  the  Coventry  Joint  Laboratory  warrants 
mention.  The  laboratory  scheme  is  a notable  example  of  partner- 
ship between  the  Corporation  and  the  local  voluntary  hospital. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  W.  R.  Martin)  states  that 
in  consequence  of  war  damage  to  buildings  and  foodstuffs,  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  sanitary  inspectors’  time  during  the  y-ear 
was  devoted  to  the  work  of  food  in.spection  and  to  dealing  with 
nuisances  arising  on  the  sites  of  bombed  property.  The  rat 
problem,  for  example,  has  been  troublesome,  and  vigorous  steps 
were  taken  to  combat  it.  The  large-scale  clearance  of  bombed 
sites  is  now  easing  the  situation. 
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Following  the  April  1941  raids,,  problems  related  to  the  dis- 
posal of  excretal  matter  following  damage  to  sewerage  communi- 
cations again  arose,  and  in  this  connection  the  sanitary  inspectors 
co-operated  usefully  with  the  City  Engineer’s  Department  until 
the  position  was  cleared. 

The  sanitary  section  has  also  performed  much  work  in 
connection  with  the  hygiene  of  shelters. 

Medical  Staff  Changes. 

In  July,  1941,  the  deputy  M.O.H.  (Dr.  A.  Ashworth)  left  on 
promotion  in  the  service.  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
paying  a high  tribute  to  him  for  his  able  services  in  Coventry, 
extending  over  nine  years.  His  successor  (since  1/9/41)  is 
Dr.  R.  C.  M.  Pearson. 

There  have  also  been  certain  medical  staff  changes  in  the 
maternity  and  child  welfare  section.  In  late  1940  Dr.  Winifred  A. 
Kane  entered  for  war-time  service  as  a medical  oflicer  in  the 
R.A.F.  Her  place  was  filled  temporarily  by  Dr.  Rosalie  Burke. 
In  late  1941  Dr.  Constance  Ham  left  on  promotion  in  the  service, 
and  at  the  end  of  1941  Dr  .Burke  left  similarly.  The  two, present 
holders  of  these  posts  are  Dr.  Christine  Glynn  and  Dr.  Aileen 
Stansfeld. 


Conclusion. 

The  year  under  review  was  again  a time  of  great  pressure  for 
all  members  of  the  departmental  staff  and  I want  to  record  my 
gratitude  to  them  for  the  splendid  way  in  which  they  met  all 
demands.  This  applies  particularly  to  those  who  so  willingly 
shared  the  mass  of  additional  organising  and  control  work  in 
connection  with  the  civil  defence  casualty  services. 

It  is  a privilege  once  more  to  register  an  appreciation  of  the 
valued  support  given  at  all  times  during  the  year  by  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Comrnittee. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


The  Council  House, 
Coventry. 

June,  1942. 


A.  MASSEY, 
Medical  Oflicer  of  Health. 


OF  City  during  1041  and  Previous  Years. 
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CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH,  YEAR  1941. 


CAUSES  OP 
DEATH. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 

under  5. 

5 and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  45, 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

1.  Typhoid  and  para-typhoid 
Fevers  . . , . 

2 

1 • 

1 

2 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

13 

3 

2 

4 

3 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

, , 

, , 

. . 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

4 

2 

2 

. . 

5.  Diphtheria.. 

17 

2 

7 

4 

3 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respi- 
ratory System  .. 

138 

1 

83 

50 

4 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis .. 

17 

4 

3 

7 

3 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

12 

, , 

. . 

. • 

3 

6 

3 

9.  Influenza  . . 

16 

3 

. , 

. , 

3 

4 

6 

10.  Measles 

5 

2 

3 

, , 

\ 

, , 

11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and 
Polio-encephalitis 

2 

2 

12.  Acute  Infectious 
Encephalitis 

3 

3 

a 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity 
and  oesophagus  (M), 
uterus  (h') 

43 

1 

10 

12 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duodenum 

46 

4 

17 

25 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast... 

11 

. • 

. . 

2 

5 

4 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. . 

149 

1 

• • 

, , 

17 

65 

66 

17.  Diabetes 

13 

• • 

3 

4 

6 

18.  Intracranial  Vascular 
Lesions  . . 

181 

2 

1 

7 

69 

102 

19.  Heart  Disease 

421 

1 

• • 

, , 

31 

140 

249 

20.  Other  diseases  of 

Circulatory  System  . . 

26 

1 

4 

21 

21,  Bronchitis  . . 

128 

7 

2 

3 

8 

37 

71 

22.  Pneumonia 

107 

21 

8 

2 

19 

32 

25 

23.  Other  Respiratory 
Disorders 

40 

1 

6 

22 

11 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
Duodenum 

32 

1 

9 

19 

3 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years. . 

10 

10 

• • 

•• . 

. . 

, . 

. . 

26.  Appendicitis 

15 

, , 

2 

, . 

5 

7 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  disorders 

44 

5 

1 

1 

3 

19 

16 

28.  Nephritis  . . 

71 

, , 

« • 

1 

19 

23 

28 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post- 
abortion Sepsis 

5 

5 

So.  Other  maternal  causes  . . 

5 

• . 

, , 

5 

, . 

• • 

31.  Premature  Birth  .. 

49 

49 

, , 

. . 

32.  Congenital  malformations, 
Birth  Injuries 

Infant  Diseases 

38 

33 

1 

4 

33.  Suicide 

21 

, , 

4 

11 

6 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents  .. 

60 

4 

2 

25 

20 

9 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

545 

8 

22 

29 

271 

159 

56 

36.  All  other  causes  . . . , 

214 

7 

3 

7 

35 

42 

120 

2483 

156 

62 

57 

586 

779 

843 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1941. 
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Notifiable  Disease. 

Small-pox 

Cholera  (C)  Plague  (P) 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous 

Croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

1 Relapsing  fever  (R)  . . . , . , 

Continued  fever  (C)  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Respiratory  Tub6rculosis 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 
Malaria 

Dysentery 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Acute  Polio-Encephalitis 

Chicken  Pox 

1 Measles  , . 

I Whooping  Cough 

1 Totals  . . 1 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria,  eto. ; — City  Hospital  and  Pinley  (Small  Pox)  Hospital,  Coventry  ; 
Warwickshire  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  and  other  Sanatoria. 
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Live  Register  of  Tubereulosis  Patients. 


• 

Pulmonary 

Cases. 

Non- 

Piilmonary 

Cases. 

Total  Oases 
(All  Forms). 

M. 

K. 

Totkl 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M 

P. 

Total 

1.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1940... 

578 

362 

940 

115 

Ill 

226 

693 

473 

1166 

2.  Gases  notified  (or  otherwise 
coming  to  knowledge  in  1941 

208 

93 

301 

30 

20 

50 

238 

113 

351 

1 

3.  Cases  removed  from  Register  in 
1941  

188 

81 

272 

23 

20 

43 

211 

104 

315 

4.  No.  on  Register  at  31/12/1941... 

598 

371 

969 

122 

111 

233 

720 

482 

1202 

’ . 
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